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o "Gen.rally hides produced in Madras State yield 35 to 4O per cent on the raw
welghts. This low yield is due to hides being loaded with too much sal=. water
and high percentage of fleshings left therein. Hides of Madras State are poor

in quality, of irregular sizes and give very low assortments. There *s an
“xzeption; the Malabar hides. These are froum animals slaughtered for eating,
vhereae most of the rest are from dead animals. The Malatar hides aloo give

only 35 per cent leather yield but the assortments and quality is very good.

The grain 18 very close and it gives a firm leather. Erode tannages are generally
drawm frem Molabar hides. Hence a firm tannage. But there are snags about these.
Piret; all these heve big hanging heads and they will not be as spready as Dacca

hides.
3 "Most of the light weight hides are drawn from Bengal, especially East Bengal
now forming Pakistan. These are of very good quality because they are dvawn

from slaughtered andmals. Muslims predominate here ag in Malabar, and they ars
beef eatere., These are spready, glve good selections, uniform size and a close

crain.
“Wet salted rawhides of Bengal yield 50 per cent leather. Dry emalted generally
vield 80 per cent. Framed and dried without -alt yield 100 per cent.

"Since East India Tunned Kips are sold by weights, South Tanners' ultimate aim

is the Weight yield of Leather. Some special types of rawhides from Calcutta
are very spready and give greater footage. These are slightly coetly and us
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ining leathers are sold on tootage basie it is advisuble to aim at weignh
rather than measurement. Apparently a hide may cost a cent or two less. But
if the footage they yield is compared to the costlier hides they will be much
cheaper in the real working.

B u |

6. T"Hide season: March, April, May and June are summer months in India. During
this season the hides will bde of poor quality. First, hides drawn from dead
enimals are of poor quality because the animals that die during summer are due
to want of fodder, drinking water, digeases, etc. Those that die are wesk ones
that cannot stand the extreme heat. Therefore, the quality of hides of summer
geason, even from dead animals, 1is very poor. gecondly, people do not eat beef
during the summer therefore less animels are slaughtered.

7. "The season for marketing hides in Calcutta begins in July and lasts until
March. The best hides are those called Kurbanis and are drawn from Sacrificial
animals slaughtered by Muslims in their festival of IDUL-ZUHA. “[ See Collector's
Note./ Tanners sweep whatever they can get from the Kurbani hides and yleld a -
very good selection. Hides coming throughout September will be of the bes®
quality. Usually tanners buy their requirements for several montks during
September.

o

8. =Cawnpore is the other important morket where we buy hides. However, we do not
get as many hides here as 4n Culcutta. It is an important market for Buff Calf
and the season is from September to March.

9. "Transportation of hides in India creates a great problem. Many times the hides
are held at purchasing centers because there is no form of transportation. Top
priority is given for good greins.

10. "™Hides in Calcutta are usually bought by numbers and notby weight. For example,
the prices of hides, wkich will yield 6 to 6§- 1bs of tanned leatber are priced
at Rs. 10/8 to 11/- per hide ex- Calcutta godown, all other expenses to be vorne
by buyers.

11. "Tanning Process: At the tannery +he hides are rirst freed of the salt or mad .
and then are poaked in fresh cold water in the evening. Rothing 4is added in
this water. The hides »emain in sosk for 12 hours if they are wet galted and
44 nhoure if they aze dry calted. The next morning the hides are removed from
sonk, all 4ire removed in beawmhouse, then washed thoroughly in three different
frash waters. Then they are put in lime pits to remain there for 90 days. The
bides are turned upside down morning and afternoon during these 90 days. :

n0n the 9Cth day of liming the hidee are removed and dehaired. Tben they are
put in enoi:*r 1iming which 1s called second liming or liming for plumping
the hides. The hices remain in this second lime for five days vhere they are
also handled morning and evening.

-
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. "0n the fifth day of gecond liming the hides are taken out and put into water in
\he evening. Next morning they are taken out and fleshed and again put in fresh

water. The next day they are taken out and &elimed, washed thoroughly ond teken
to bark pits. Wattle extract liqour 1s prepared and kept ready in tbhe bark pits
<0 receive the hides. 9/32 cunces of wattle extract to every estimated pound
of leather yield is added to make this extract liqour. The bides are placed in
the bark pit one after another. Indigenous Avaran and Konnam bark are sprinkled
between each hide to prevent kissing. Further, this indigenous bark is also
added in the proportion of 3/8 ounces per pound of tanned leatber. These
1ndigenous barks are costly but they give very finc tonnage. The color ie
tmproved. The hide becomes mellow, grain swooth, etc. These indigenous barks
have very high qualities of tanning although the percentage of tanning 1s
only 9 to 16 per cent. In fact, if hides and skins are tanned purely with thege
tarks they are of the finest quality. You can keep ‘them for years. They retain
the original color, mellowness, etc. However, the cost{ of tanning will be

increased.
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"The hides remain in the first bark or extract li.\qour for two days. On the
third day, they are taken out and second fleshing' is done to remove any re-
maining flesh and dirt. Againm thoy are put in the same bark and remain for
two or wore days. Thus the hides get tanned in ﬁrat bark for five Adays.

“On the sixth day the hides ‘are taken out of rirst bark, well squeezed tc
remove all wvater and put in gsecond bark. The liq_our of the second barkx is

also prepared in the same way as the first. In second bark the hidas remain
for eight or nine days. |

l

°While in first and second bark the hides are da.:l.l'y bandled once.

"On the nimsk: or tenth day the hides are taken out, beamod well and aqueesed
of ‘all vater. \

"Then thay are taken and immersed in first Myrabd where they remein for two or
three Gays. The myrabd ligour is prepared in the proportion of 1/4 cunce of

¥yrad powder to every one pound of estimated leather yield. The hides sre
handled every day bere also. \‘

"on the third or fourth day the hides ere teken ou‘tl of  £irst myrab, beamed well
and taken to second myrab which 1s prepared in the proportion of 3/16 ocunces
of Myradb powder to every estimsted pound yield of leather. The hides remain
here for a day or two when they are taken out va.shed, beamed, oiled and allowed
to dry. After drying they are piled up and kept for one day before setting.

®Thus, the total number of days for the tanning process is as followa:
{

Soaking 1aay | 1
1) Lime 8 or 9 days ‘ 8 or 9
2) Debairing and 2nd Lime 5 days ‘ 5
3) Flesbhing 1 day \; 1
4) Deliming or scudding 1 day i

(while scudding the hide is
washed in 5 fresh waters)

5) lst Bark 5 days | 5
{In the middle on the 3rd \\
day the hide 1s again fleshed *
of the remaining flesh)

€) Hides taken out and well squeezed

7) 2nd bark 8Bor9days | Sor 9
(while 1in both barks the |
hides are handled daily) !
|
8) Then they are taken out, worked :
in beamhouse and well squeezed }
of all water.
9) First Myrab 2 or 3 days | 2or3
10) Third or four day
worked in beaz. use
11) Second Myrab 1 or 2 days ‘ lor 2
. |
|
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12) Washed and worked on teamed
house and oiled and dried :

13) Piled up for one day 1 doy 1
1k) Setting 1 day 1
38 days

“The ghove are tie usual number of days for tbe tanning process. However,
when the bides are light the number of days are reduced in liming, bark and
myrab and the whole procees is finished even in 30 days. 1

I '
L—Colle:ctor'a Note: 1In submitting this rcpor* the source appended the following
description of Idul-Zuha: "It will be interesting to know that one of <he %wo
most important festivalsof Muslims is this Idul-Zuha. This is the day on which
pilgrimage tekes place in Mecca. This festival is in commemoration of the
ccnstruction of the First House of God in Mecca by Prophet Abraham. Accoerding
tc KORAN, the sacred revealed book of Muslims, Abraham was the first founu ‘jof
Islam. It was he who built the First House of God in Mecca and destroyed| 320
1dols which were there in the biggest temple of Mecca which he converted inte
the place of worship of One God. There is 4 black stone there which Muslims |
relieve was sent by God to Abraham as the foundation stone of this House of i
worsnip. According to Koran when Abraham was day and night expregsing his love
for God, He wanted to test him. Hence in his dream, God asked Abraham ©d ‘
sacrifice his only son Ismail in His nawe. He agked him to tie a kerchief to
his eyss at the time of sacrifice lest his £4114ial love may deter him fron
sacrificing his own son. Abraham did as he was commanded. To his surpriee \{hen
he untied the kerchief, he saw son Ismail standing before him smiling and’ that
in vhe place of Ismail a Lamb was lying sacrificed. God hae subehituted a lamb
for Ismail without the knowledge of Abraham. To comnemorate this the Muslim!
:very ycar perform the festival of Idul-Zuha by sacrificing a lamb for every:
‘ndividual. If one 1 poor five join together and gacrifice a cow ins*sad. |
Tt:- s the occasion for Piigrimuge to Mec:a alec. As a matier of fa:® pASEE
wacrsfislal =laughter of cows by Muslims has led te perpetual Hindu-Muslim r;oz<a
't Ind<ia as Hindue regard cows as sacred animale and worship.”
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